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March 7, 1963 


Honorable Lyndon 5. Johmson 
Vice President of the United States cen 
The Capitol oS 
Washington, D. Cc. «τῷ 


Dear Lyndon: ΒΕ 
I am attaching a covy of a statement which I released in the 7 7 
House of Representatives today in regard to intelligence. I ΝΟΣ 
think the situation is getting out of hand, and I felt this a" 


action on my part might possibly be helpful to you in dealing Lf 
with it. τὸ 


I only made up my mind to make this statement this morning 7 
after reading in the morning paper about intelligence which net 
we hed gathered in Cuba, with respect to Soviet activities aan 
in and near caves in Cuba, according to a high-ranking Arny εἰς 
officer. ᾿ 


If I can be helpful in this important matter, I wuld be oS 
honored to have you call wpon me. ~ 


Sincerely, 


Enclosure ; Ν 
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WR. SPEAKER, I shall eak the President, the Vice President aod the Speaker of the 
Bouse to undertake to coordinate ἃ course of action for the purpose of halting tas 
rapid erosion cf cur national intelligence effort. The present situation is 
cutrageous ard intolerable. 
There hag been talk of an intelligence gap. There is an intelligence 

gap. Tae gap is in the intelligence of those who are daily revealing the secrets 
of the intalligence operations of the United States Goverment. In recent wos 
there hes been a great excess of talk abcut the procedures of cur intelligesce 
Critics bave sede public statements on agtters vbich should never be 


apparatus. 
Aisoussed in public. The Adainistretion has wi allowed itself to be 
goaded into revealing inforantion detrizen to interests 


Along with assay other Awerieans 1 CigHf ot these domcnstretions of bad 
/ 
jaiguect. Every gay soue nigh remking ἃ officer ia quoted in the 


nevspapers oa one subject or anct 
ST 7 ner pe keen por beard. A passion for anonysity is 


bers of both the Legislative and Executive 


brasches heave publicly discussed matters vhich should only be discussed bebind clesd 
decors. Heetlines are not so precicus es to warrant jeopardising our national securi 

6 &oterioration of secrecy in regard to am iatelligence-gatharing techniques 
began im 1960 «nen a U-2 plane ves shot down over Fussia. Seituer the Executive 
tranch nor the Legislative branch 48 blameless in revealing secrets. Pots Descerats 
emi Republicans mist enare the bles. fae question, however, is sot so much who is 
to bieme for the past, but where de we go froa bers. 

be successful, intelligence activities must be secret. fo lat the δι" ΧΟ 
just bov ταῖς of his secrets τῷ kecy amt just vhich coes ve do not know, gives his ἃ. 
priceisas sdyentags. fcday's headline may cost the lives of the buman sources of : 


inforustisn. ‘She eneay can find our intelligence sources much more essily vhes he 
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(Manes of tears catonent) ~2e _ 


knows whet wo bave found aut. This knowledge belps to pinpoint the location cf 
intelligence activities, ani once knowing the location, the discovery of the msana 
is much easier and #5 ἃ result intelligence saurces dry up. 

Cur imenturity and indiscretion in these constant disclosures is asking us the 
langhing stock of the world. COfficiale in Moscov, Poiping, and Havana mst 
epplead our stupidity in emncumcing publiciy facts which they would gladly spend 
kage απο of money endeavoring to cdtain. Responsibility om cur part is urgently 
reguirsé. Let us de silent with respect to these sanzitive satters. 

Ke, Joba McCane, as Director of CIA, is charged vith protection of intelligences 
courses. Publie Iaw 253, GOth Congress, lst Session, states, “And previded furthes 
that the Director of Central Intelligence for protecting 
imtelligence sources and acthaods fros 
fully carry out the difficult and 
A governaent—wide coordination of 62 

The 4eerican people are 
interested in ell phases ὁ 


are aroused by the στα 
tusiness. ut we sre not playing games. ΟἿΣ notional curvival to a great extest 


depenis upon cur knowledge cf am emenics* sotirvitiss. The price we pay for the 


inmzmury of publie diseleeure of intalligerse activities is the firrther erosion of 
Σ is difficult escagh to odtain infiemstion fires 


Α δὲ cor intelligence activities. Thay are 


hes of their government end their curiceities 
ead adventure which morounds the intelligence 


guy cenabilities in this field. 
closed Conmmist soeieties. The 4garican people, the press, and ths officials a? 


the Zeecutire and Legislative tranches ef the Goveresaes mist stop atking a ποδὶ 


&3ffieault task more Gifficuit. 
There is roca for plenty of diseussicon and criticise of err corermsent 


rerealing sensitive intelligesee information. 
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